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Error correction in classroom management 

 

The place of error correction in classroom management is more often 

discussed at present day in methodology. Students may lose motivation 

being continuously corrected and it can even lead them to drop education at 

all. Recently teachers have been following the Natural Approach 

influenced by second language acquisition theory more and they have 

adopted quite a new approach to error correction in class. 

If your students are struggling to become fluent in English you as a 

teacher can give them a good piece of advice: start failing more. The best 

way to increase their fluency in English is to practice, and if they aren’t 

making mistakes, they aren’t practicing enough. Every successful language 

learner has made thousands of mistakes which give them the basis for 

improvement. In this case a teacher has to be careful about the fact if the 

mistakes of his students are new or old. New mistakes witness the students’ 

progress while the old ones must have a closer work out.   

The nature of mistakes could be different, as for example, the result of 

under learning or over learning, misunderstanding of some aspects of the 

language or instructions required for a particular practice, just a slip of the 

tongue. And very often the teacher starts with an immediate correction and 

an opportunity for real understanding is lost. Mistakes can be categorized 

according to the reason for their production: 

 it is the result of a random guess (pre-systematic). 

 it was produced by while testing out hypotheses (systematic). 

 it is a slip of the tongue, a lapse, an error (caused by carelessness, 

fatigue, etc.) (post-systematic). 

It is essential that teachers transmit to their students the idea that 

mistakes are an important part of the learning process and definitely 

something not to be feared. Nobody is born speaking perfect. Fluency is 



something that takes time and hard work to achieve. So students must not 

be discouraged by their mistakes. 

Classroom talk could be fluent as well as accurate, and in this point we 

share David Riddell’s views that "Fluency is the ability to talk fairly freely, 

without stopping or hesitating much. Accuracy is the ability to use the 

correct grammar and the right vocabulary. They are both important. 

However, in many situations, fluency and the ability to make oneself 

understood, even though this means making mistakes, is more important 

than the ability to speak accurately". In simple terms, fluency is the ability 

to talk fairly freely, without too much stopping or hesitating, to "keep 

going". More than that, it also requires that the listener understands what is 

being said, so there must be intelligibility and meaning. With accuracy the 

emphasis is on "correct English" – the right grammar, the right vocabulary. 

Surely students must use the correct language, but we would also agree 

to the conclusion that in a lesson speaking is a combination of two things. It 

could be a speaking activity designed to give practice of  the language just 

learnt or reviewed, here the emphasis is as much on accuracy as it is on 

fluency and correction at some stage will be important, as well as speaking 

designed to promote fluency. Here the significant thing is that students can 

make themselves understood, and can talk relatively fluently. But even if 

their level is not high, the ability to be understood is greater than the need 

for accuracy in some situations, though, in this context we as teachers need 

to give our students confidence when speaking and not to be obsessed with 

constant correction. 

One of the good way out is just to ask students how much they want to 

be corrected. A teacher can even introduce topic "correction" in class, talk 

to his students about correction and being corrected and listen to students’ 

preferences. 

Naturally that  the best way of correction is self-correction. Very often 

students can realize that they have made a mistake, so a teacher has to give 

time and a chance to correct it because self-correction shows their 

awareness and students who are ready for self-correction are more ready 

for real life, they don’t wait for anybody help.  



Peer correction creates a positive atmosphere in class because it gives 

the understanding that not only a teacher can correct the mistakes and a 

teacher has to involve his students in correcting each other. 

Nonverbal way of correcting mistakes can also be used especially for 

immediate correction. Such approaches as Suggestopedia and Total 

Physical Response highlight the psychological effects of mistake correction 

on students. 

The so called "zero correction" can be applied. It means that a teacher 

does not correct mistakes but it serves as the basis for language work in 

future classes. 

REFERENCES 

1. Riddell David. Teach English as a Foreign Language / David 

Riddell. – London, 2010. – 366 p. 

2. [Електронний ресурс]. – Режим доступу: 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/error-correction-1 

3. [Електронний ресурс]. – Режим доступу: 

http://busyteacher.org/3723-how-to-correct-mistakes.html  

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/error-correction-1
http://busyteacher.org/3723-how-to-correct-mistakes.html



